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STRBETSO{TiE NOTES ON KTNG

EKing Street, predominantly of sma11 houses with some offices,
is .o.. an attractive period street" fts hill- form is
narrow and interestingly sinuous, giving changing vistas
although badly closed at both ends. Its attractive seventeenth
and eighteenth century houses front continuously on to the
narroH pavementso From the rear, the street is subject to
strong external pressures on each side, On the north' the
Northgate Brewery inevitably causes some disturbance; and the
Victorian tenements of lJater Tor+er and Canning Streets are a

physical restriction. To the south, the Hunter Street Office
Block donrinates and overshadows the houses an unfortunate
object lesson in relations between new and o1d.

i..
Kings Build j-ngs at present links King Street r.rith i'{i cholas
Street, but its terraced splendour is at odds with the busy

traffic route to which it is now exposed ..co

Noso 28 and 3O are interesting sma11 seventeen'[h-century cottages;
and No n 9 is a f ine exarnpl-e of the eighteenth-century
expaxsion of a sma11 earlier bui.lding' with domestic interiors
of verv good quaLity" llost of the streetrs historic buildinga
are in fact Georgian terraced houses of ons bay, three stor:)ys
high, with central cross-stairs and oti:er characteristi-c
features" Ios" 74, 15, and 18 are iypical- and i\c" 2l- is a

larger version,

Ki::gs Bui-ldings is a fine Geor'3ian ;eriace of six i:i-'gss5, sril"L

only Ji' :;llee 11 a1n storg.vs ? buc 5'-'r1.1 in scrle an<J 1;'ith

corr3spandinply grrrnd staircases an,j f ine int*riilrs ' The ;' s;i.ve

real disuinction to the &rea 'xhcse nerits are 'ltherHise i-n

a 1oi"'91' key .ooe

Partieular problems of repair arise in individual casEs'

Settlement in the f ront }ial1 of Kirgs 3uildings fr:r exam;:Le

needs specialist treatment. Anothar probiem here is that of
party-raI-ls exposed by the demoJ"ition of adjoining prcperty,
These are not only uosigtrtly but:rre structurally neak and
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adlltit tl:e lreather, A bad exarnple of this kind of exposure
is t he Hest wall of No 6 liings r"]u j.Idi ngs, r+here not on1-y is
tlrere a large crack in the upper part of the wall_, but the
cold water main to ll:e <lemol_ishect property iias been left
exposed an<i a waste-pipe severed, so that bot!.r have been
saturating'[]:e r:nd r;al.L

Tire resj.rlenti e1 charactor of Iling Street should be strengrijen?d
by all pcs$jl:le ineans" T is r*'i11 fliean ccrnbln-i.ng rinecclnor:ijcellr.
sna.l 1 ur:ts e!-j. rFlclnil jt:c,r_.:ng othcrS. Iror l-(rri$es Lraci:il_.;1
on t0 tlie liorf i:cate Frexer.\,, r's])eciallv il.hilre rent-co5trc1iei,
thjs meJ'not for som? tjrre i:rc fossj.h1e. It .is nlear^r;l:j1e
important t]:at the\'*ehori.ltl not lle a11or.;ed to deterjorate arJ
f urther o F^ings Buj ldings need urgert repair and conversi c!.s.
I,Ijth selective pruning of their long rear addjtjons, the5,
could becone excell.ent fLatsl

D.l"?. 1nsa11 and Associ ates : Che_ster, a studv in con s er vat i o:: .
(1e68).

ftKinfs
where
to St.

Bui l"dings - This
it opens out at its
hlartin I s Fields

is a continuation of Xi_ng Street,
lower end before turning round

-t Nos. 7, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 Date on rainwater pipe L7?6. Good
y 1-arge houses in good condition.

bri ck,
1 and , stone eaves cornice with

€t, s1 ate roof . IJin dow pJ-ain1
with ng bars
ick stone ci11s.
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Entrances. 5-pane1 doors, senli-circular' {ore rectanguiar i,
f anl,igirts, all v;itl: bars but one, good $tone casings r

eitlier * columns or pil.aeters t.'j"til pedimrfrrtso

i.:1 NG STR 3ET

( $outh side ) - This is a fi arrol,F street ccntaining dxe3-3-ing
'- horr**u and of f i ces , chief 1y eighteenth centur3,,' buiid ings.

I(ing I s Bui ldings is a continuatian of iiing St:'eet , and f rom

this there is a splendi<i view tck'ards iial es.

Nos 5 and 7 Pair of licuses, sererireer-:ti-:.i eirl:teer,!], cLlnturl'
three store]'s, 1gab1e (rebuilt et s,l,rxe tir';rei, br-icll , s;tone

base r thrc trands and end quoins, slate roof " HinCoxs piain,
sashes and casements, sonie gLaz]_ng bars, brick arches. Entrances:
So 5 has mod ern door and f an light ; I\o . 7 has six-pane1 docr ,

rectangular fanlight with barsi eighteenth eentur]' wood casings
to bot ir .

Iio 9 - Date stone 1783 . Larger three-store1"' stuccoed house,
stone base and eaves cornice, slate roof . iJindoxs ( i:'regular ) ,

p1ain, sashes v;ith glazing bars. ilairr entrance, six panel
door, restored side lights, f anl-igirt and woori casi np. Tt-'o

second entrances, unobtrusive. Quer-rr interior " :.

Nos" 11 and 13 Apparently one house originall3'o Earlier
eighteenth eenturY, three stor€YS, three h'indows (first floor),
brick, stone base, two strings and end quoins' smal1 eaves

cornice, slate roof o l^lindows p1ain, sashes ' glazing bars,
brick arches. No 11 has remodelled ground floor windox and

entrance, cement, etc., not in keeping" No 13 has eight-
panelled door, rectangular fanlight with bars, pI-ein opering.

Noso 15 and t7 - I{tiscellaneous eighteenth/nineteenth century
(probably orphouse original1-y)' three stor€Ys, three windows,

brick, stone base, eaves cornice, slate roof . it*indoxs pl-ain
( tr^ro bLind ) , sashes ' generally without glazing bars ' stone

heads and ei11s. Bntrances : No 12 has six panel door,
reetangular fanlight with bars ' wood surround ; No 15 has four
panel door and caae to match.



Nc 27 - Late eighteenth,lerrlY nineteenth century f ront ' thr ee

stor€ys, three windoxs tLst floor)" brick' store base one

string and cornice* brick parapet with plain stone coping'

slate roof . lJiadora's plain ' triple sashes r*ith Blazing bars

{one firet floor casement without glazing bars}' brick arches

stone kel:5 and ci1ls. Entrance six par:e1 docrr in pilastered

and corniced r+ood surround ' earl-ier nir:eteenth century' This

house seems to have been refrcnted o as j t cortains an early

ei.ghteenti: centurrl' staj r c&sP c

IiT$G STn['-:T (North side)
Nos L4, 15 and 1B Three adjoining eighteenth century sma11

houses, three stor€Ys, bricke stclne bases one strir:g and

eornice (lro 74 on11') ' parapet copings ' s1.ab roof " I{indows

p1ain, sashes, g1azing bars to part' stone heads and ci11s"

Entrances, six panel doors, F€ctangular fanlights r+ith bars ta

Nos 74 and 18, wood surrounds o

lio 20 Earlv nineteenth certur5' hcuse ' three stor€J's ' two

r^:inrior,;sr i,rrj ck' stone l-ras€, ea\'es cornice r+itl-t enrjched frieze'

s111te roof. 1.'indotrs p1ai.n, sashes arrC casementst heacls and

cj-11s" Entrance fj.r;e panel c1 oor' serni-circular fanlight with

bar.s pedinent, Stcne Surround "

\os 28 anri 3O - Late seventeenth centurl" orginal-l-ri 
t6ne 

house

anC sairl to ha\.e been a f arm. T\'o stor€Ys, brick' tt'uo dormer

gables to front, one brick string' o1d slate roof' gable ends'

o1d stacks (p1-ain). lijn<1ol's' three original mullion and

transome casements, part ol-d leads t renainrJer casements and

sashes, eighteenthlnineteenth century' Entrance plain

eighteenth/nineteenth century four panel doors o

Noso 32,34 and 36 - Three adjoining later eighteenth century

houses , three storq/s ' tt'ro with t;*o windows one wi th three '

trrickr stonebase one stone string to No 56 ' stone eaves

cornice, slate roof' IJindows' plain' sashes' without gr.azi-ng

bars (or one verticallSr only) ' stone heads and cj-1ls '
Entrances : No 32 has good enriched door casing (in garden at

Nos. 34 and 36 have four-pane1 doors' fanlights without bars'

casings of no paricular interestrr

Cheshire Sheaf ) 5rd. s', Yo1. 59. 11172 11126 1-7LBJ 1l1964)

side);
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*KingIs Ruildings coniprise a terrace of six larse Georgian

terraced lrouses built in the late eighteenth certury about

L?76 c ?...

They are of three store;- heigtrt ' br j ck con*ctruct j or t+ith

stcne plinthso Tire window si1ls" lintels anC eaves cornice

rqith ccnsole trrackets are in st(lne " The 1or': pitcl:ed rnof s

are clf $ 1rrte . The t apererl gutters hehi.nd the p al'ai et riei 1s

ei.e cc:\.r.rro jn 1tl"d. Ti.,:e nrajn entra,'-i ce to each hcr:se

comprises sltor:-re surrourcls r^rith pilasters or serr'i-circula:

colunns riith Pedimet'its'

?he bui -!rlings are listed
31,e ci a1 Ar chite ctur a1 or

s clred ul ed as Gr ad e 2 an <1

in the Schedule of Ruiltlings of

I{istori c interest o Thel' are

are listed for their ErauP value ""

Saxor, Smith & Partners :Ki Bui 1d i IIES, F;ine Str eet tNES

Ches t er 7e2 L)

"Kingrs Buildings, a Georgian

Yeneti an doorwaysrr

a.t

brick grouP dated ti76 '

lio Pevsner and Eo Hubbard : The bui ld i ngs of a 1an dEn

Cheshire ( 1971 )
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"Rgrn Lane or Kin Strcret Chester'

Frorn remote times this way **as knowa as Barn Lane and Has

an approach to The Crof t5 i'rhere a grange or barn of the

*,bbey Nas situated. The flame Barn Lai:e persisted &s late

as the middle of the 18th century as sfiel{n on Ile Lavauxr s

plan of Chester executed about 7?45' By 1-?82 the name had

been changed to its present dav ore al liing Street' and

the aL ter atiar seems to h:rve beer: accsfip arri ed b3' the

erect j on of a number of more pretent j c'us houses ' Ti:e

reasor f or the alteration can on13- be assumed ' trut it

may have been due to a Have of popular 1o5:31 sentiment in

favour 0f the reigning housefi

Cheshire Sheai, 3rdo S", vo1" 44,9199 {19'19)

"King Street was f ormerly Barn Lane. C{1ed af ter St ' lierburght s

Abbey's barn i.n the crof ts ('grangia in crof tis') o o ' o o

King Street ( Bernclon e 7265-91 ( 14 ) Chester ff, 618; 'the

lane near the Abbot of Chester's Barn' 1238 Br ' It{us " Add '
Charter 49985, vo note 10) ff ;*e ignore the corrmonplace

snob effect r+hich marks social pretensiors in street-namest

King Street for Barn Lane " " 
"'

street-names atJ.l{. Dodgson 2

Chester Arch.
Place-n ames and

Soc., N.S., vo1. 55 (1968)'
Che st er Journ.a



Kirg Street
of r"'hi ch is

{ f ormer 1Y

an e1 egant
ca11ed Barn-1ane), at the extremity
range of houses tt

J llening*.a) , lli ctn t\r of Chester ( I8:i 1 )

"Grant b3' hlarg(aret), darrghter of Tiromas de ilurgh' to

the Abbey of a plot of land in Barn Lane' betxeen the

land of the abbey and tirat of i?icharC de Tuddenham ' paying

to her year ty fO . of si lver " Thi s land -*-as quit claimed to

abbot S ( imon ) hy }lubert de }iodresham ' son and heir of

Sara daughter of ?hornas <1 e Burgh' The said irr'argaret gave

p1e\dge of warrant\-v or restoration of the five marks

which the abbot gave her for this land ' 7265-91" '!

J. Tait Char tulary or reg ister of the Abbel' of St

l.Ier burgh. Chester, Part 2,

vol 82 ( 1925 ).
618 " Chetham

Soc., l:.S.r

{



il A Dr,: 1l- Chri stmas Eve in 1296

In April , L2g6, Ilugh ser vant c'f Thomas <1 e I{ekinton ' John

servant of Andrela rie Stanlor+ and Cervase servant of

Robert the sp-icer ' 
;*ere attached at the Chester City Court

for pleas cf the Cror+n to ansh'er Adam de llontal-t for

assaulting hirn in the !:':use of'John Ligirtfoot in

Beri-'esla::e cln Cl:ri strnas ev('' ile s'aid thel' shut hir'-' up f r'ir'r'

tjre iir:rur of cu::f e*'- utitil da';;" ilugh sejti t!''cv 1: ad Lreer;

airpoi.nted to keep the rietch !\-Itobert oe i'ottingham the

ser jeant of tlre uatch, r;i'to ordered them to ga wj th him

to secuue a disor<1erly person ani they uent accordingll" not

actuated by any evi 1 desire , and so tr-€r€ not guilty of en]'

offenceo The jury agreed and Adam had to find securit5"

(Cheshire Plea Ro1l, No" 6 m" 14)"

Cheshire Sheaf, Srdo So, vo1' 2O' 4838 (1923)'

aa

[Ear1v Deeds from Aston Ha11 re latine to Chester. 1301 1459

34" (1318) Sciant etco Richard de Chirton grants to

Richard Erneys citizen of Chester qne curtilage etco in

1e Bernelone in Northg ate Street in Chester lying in

breadth between the land of Richard Candeltn and the land

of the Grantee o. . .. in exchange f or one curtil-age lyi-ng

in the venel next to the Church of Holy Trinity in

lJatergate Street . . o. " "t

Cheshire She af , 3rd. S., v01- 28, 6299 (1933)

.,"
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" Chest er ss es sion s of the

between Eoger EroeYs and

t.t

Norris Fami

{63 ' ( 1365 ) This ind er ture '
Roger De Ledeshara, citizens of Chester e l.litnesseth that the

aforesaid Rcger hae diennissed to the aforesaid Roger de

tedesham one barr: rritb the uhole orchard ad joi"ning in the

Bernelone in rhe city of Chester which ftoger de Ledesham

fo"*{fV held for a term of years from Alan de lJhetelegh

aad Johsrna bis xife. To have and to hold to the aforesaid

Roger de Ledeshara f cr a term of 2O years next f oilor*ing the

date of, this prs=er t , ". ' " For a yearly rent of six

shillir:gs and eight si 1r'er pennies ' Ancl Roger de Ledeshart

is to keep the clcse cf the aforesaid orchard ir gocd repair'

And if the rent at an]' time is in arrears Roger Erneys has

right of distraict .. ' " "r

Chesirire Stre af t 3rd. So, vo1" 29,6444 (1934)'

11. C 1468. Ncrthgate Street' John Iiassie' 5 mese places

with five gardens in fee farm schoting north a:rd south

the Berne Lone at one end and the Nonnes at the other o

12. C i468 . liorthgate Street " The same John '
a duffhouse and three gardens between Chol-mley

Berne lone 13s 4 d.. .

cott with five
t 5o1d e ?hos Pi11en cor d yn er

a berne with
and the

re She af 3rd. 956347
'''I

Cheshi ( 1e52 )
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$Rarn stt:n Ileed s aa.aao

21, { 15S?18 } SO Eliz ' Febo !5 ' Jar"aes tiiLkenson and Rand}.e

Langtor *f Citlr 3g Chester, yeoment send gre*ting' et8'e

r.ihereas John Harvie ard Jane his wif e have passed unto trs

and entered into covenant ' by their undented deed af 1O Feb"

15E718, a cottagera parcel- of land and cther things ir Barne

I.ane xithin the Cit3' of Chester ' and John Harvie stends bound

Janes liilkdrson hy I statute staple jn 1OO marks acknowledged

tref ore the Lor<1 Cirief Justice of Enlland ' c ' 6 ' kno-- that **e'

the sai d J an:es and Rauf f e have granted ar:l' assigneri to Thomas

Harvje of the said Ci t1', glover " tl:e said <leed 6 s ' ' o

tc,

r), aiaFqi9) ::, 1* '.i7iz, Jan' 5O '-lol:c ]iarvie of fllr6::f{jr' g1r'vcr
1-!.

ard iere i''j s r':i.f e, of IJ.in anri rext hei r^s te Tliornas Pu11'pr late r'f

Chpeter, shaemalrer, r'ieccase<1 in consjderatrio'1 of 2O rn'1ri:s ra:d

l-.f il obert llrr'rpl.'nsd, of C1-rester" Alderrnan ' grants sells etc'

to ]rirrr that hotlse an(i tene=i'nent' crel-]ar<i ' garden' croft anri lanri

wj t1: the arlurtenances late in t1'e te::' ttre of a certain lia:rCl-e

Tnce of Cilester, shoenal<er' lf ing at the furtherst end ca'1 1ed

r!6rr'er end' of a certain lanrl in Chester call'ed Barn Lane" and

\rer)' n€ar {prope a<l jacens ) iez Crof ts in t}re -qane place '

together r^.ith comrnodities' enserie'its etc"' revealion and services'

To l'ro1tl for everrr.

Cheshire Sheaf , iir<1 . S' Vol-o 4i' 9oO? (1948)'

rr23. (160516) 3 Jaso f . Ilarch 15" Indentur"e' Thornas Pi11en

of Chester, gent., in consideration of €15' grants and se11s to

John Ratclgffe of Chester, alderman' a messuage or toft at the

lower end of the Barne Lar:e in Chester near tlre Crof ts ' and

a close' croft, pasture or parcel of land adjoining the said

messuage or tof t , with al-1 murriments 3 et c ' relating to them '

To have anrl to ho1r1 f or ever of the chief lords of the f ee '

I



SJ-gned ?hornas Pi11in o.,..",."

Cheslii re Si:paf , 5rd o S " , lro1o 43, 9012 ( 194S )

ttOn 10 July 773i:, the Chester Corporation Assembl-r'Books
reeord that Jchnathar,IJhitteil applied for permission to make

srna11 cords and ropes in th€ rqalk or lane under the ;*a11s

betr*een Barn Lane i King Street ) end and the new Tol^Ier {now
lJater Tor+er ) " Permj-ssion rlas granted on 15 August , L734,
sub ject to a yearl-y pa).rnent of twel-ve pence o c.. c

On 14 Sepierbe:-. 1763, ha irformed the Corporation that he was

much straightened for roonl for hjs f amily's use in the house

in which he lived at the bottom of Rarn Lane and desired to
make a cetlar under the street jn front. He r;as granted
permission on .a\ynent of tr.o shillings per annum, but sueceeded

on 3 Feb.. 17€,4, in getting the annual, perrment cormuted into
a fine o1' 21, shillings. ......"

.t

Ci:eshire Sheaf , JrO " ) Yo1. 26, 5876 ( 1929 )
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rProperty in Chester in

Sep ?.4. ?o be sold sevcral messuages, with a coact!-house,

€tc", in Barr: Lane, Cheeter, now sett at rack rents, to good

and sufficient able tenarta. Also a large garder' prettily

situated, +lalled in part about, and coxtaining in it &!l excellent

collection of the chaiceet and best fruit trees of all kinds*

with a very plea*ant strrnrner-house erected in the center therecf "

A11 r+hich premises are in very good cor<iition, part of the

saj d buildings being a f ew years sit-r ce ere cted and considerable

sut:1s of monelr haring been 1ate1;- expended, or! account of the

residue thereof " They were l-ate the estate of George H3''de ' esc ' '
deceased. Partictrlars ma.rr be trad by applr'ing to }iir Dix, ir:

Cuppinr s Lane, in the said CitY't

Chesl:ire Sheaf , .jrd " ) Yo1 " L4 , 3586 ( 1917 )

"Or the south side of iiing Street, Chester, and about one-

tl'rird of its length, there is an o1d house of brick with stone

quoins, and xith a gab1e facing the street' The house r<as

probably built at the latter end of the seventeenth century'

and is now divi ded i nto two tenements , numl:er ed f i ve and seven

respectivel]'" The staircase in No 5 from the ground floor to

that above is ef oak with turned bannisters ' and is not

particularly noteworthy, but the staircase connecting the two

upper stories, with its heavy turned oaken banisters, is a

fine and substantial piece of work. There is a small- room

on the lround floor of No 7 which is completely panel-led

with oak, now unfortunately ccl'ered with paint'

?he position of the buildi ng corresponds with one shoe*n on

De Lavauxrs mapn of about L745, 3s the house of rt{i11iam

the Crabwall
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family r+ho was a barrister-at-1aw, and who was buried at
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Backf ord in 175O" ]'',evj-ng liad no issuetr.

C1:eslri re Sheaf, 3rd " S \rol 13, 311O, (tefO1

Comn j 1ed try R o Benton. 1.975
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