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2l'King Street was huilt in the early eighrecnth
century in the Georgian style. There arc three
storeys, thrce windows on the fir$t floor, brick,
stone base, onc string cornicc, brick parapcl, with
plain stone coping nnd a slatc roof. Winrlows nrc
plain triple sashes with glazing hars, brick arches
stone keys and sills.

The entrance is a six panel door in pilastered and
corniced wood surround, early nineteenth century.
The house has a very fine early eightrnth century
st aircase.

The restorrlion work began in 1969 rnd took four
years to complete- The condition of the house was
very bad and no altempt had becn made to maintain
the property adequately for many years. Woodrvornr,
dry rot, rotlcn beams and unsafe floors were found,
with the result that most of the rvoodrvork and
panelling has had to be rencwed rnd rccarvcd to its
original style, and the staircase has had to be
strengthened.

During the course of this restoration, ships
timbers were found under thc llcors. Nith the result
lhat the curved timbers produced some very urreuen
surfaces. After some research it rvas found that
these timhers must have come from the wharf near
to the bottom of the street.'ihe inside of the brick frontage was invcstigated
and it seerns likeiy that the house was not rcfrontcd
ilt tltc tatc tiL,,'<c,rrirlra,,-. rr,,,c..., 
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hrtd been slrgtei:ic(i, but iust thc windorvs were
enlarged ilt about that time. The hrickwork of tlrc
housc on the north nnd thc south siclcs has hecn
clcllne(l nnd rcpointcd, and the bndly corro<lrd
areal havc treen crrt away lind replrrr:r:rl with hric&*
of a rimilar nature,

'Ihc gnrdrn lll lh| rri!, r)f thr hofilif wnx
completely ovcfgtown with wcctls rnrl hrirrrs, lrntl
large arcas of rubhirh and ruhblc irntl clcarly bcrn
a feature lor many ycrrs. It was lorrnd thflt many
plantr and shtuht would not f,row and on inrpcction
e completc laycr of scr0p leathcr, mrkinA il mattcd
*enm -.(hottsnntlr of smnll pitcex, covfre(l lhe
whole urca to the renr ol the horrsc. Ilris lcrllrt:r
was pnironing the grorrnd and no( nllou,ing drainrrgc
to ltke plncc. lt wns forintl thnt Willianr (.ollinson,
boot manufnclurcr, lived in 2l in 1857, hc had work"
ihopr rit thc rcnr of the l)ropcrty nnrl hrnce nll the

From rcmote times this way was kno$,n as Batn
I-ane, and was rn approach to the crofts, whcre a
Grangc or barn of the Abbey was situatcd. The name
Barn I^ane persistcd as late ari the middlc of the
eightcenth ccntury,, as shown on Dc Lavaux's plan
of Chester, executed ahout 1745. Ry 1782 lhe name
had been changcd to its prescnt day one o[ King
Strcet, and the alteration secms to have bcen
accompanied by the erec(ion of a number of more
pretentious houses. The reason for thc alteration
can only he assumcd, but it may have been duc to a
wave of popular loyal sentiment in favour of thc
reigning house. The street still retained its character
and its shape as far back as 1296 whcn it was known
as llernelone.

Most of the strect's historic buildings arc in fact
Oeorgian terrirced houscs, three storeys high with
central crossed stairs. with other characteristic
features. Numbers 12, 14 and 36 are typical and
number 2l is a larger version.

King SweetPreseruecl

leather.
Notable pcrsons who rcsided in thc hc,rrr-:

inclttde, 1750 - Wiiiiam Rrown, shoc lrarler. i rr-r,

"Lrhn Paul, Senior, porsihly owncd thc lrousc Ilr
pctitione(l for thc lrr:cdom of thc ('iJ\' :rnrl rrl ,r1r

as victunller at thc Picd Bull Inn at lhc ton ,)[ lh(
street. 1795--^lohn Paul, Junior, carne 1o li!c ll 2l
and started a profession as coach makcr u'ilh lris
rvorkshops at the rear. -lohn Paul. -lunior. ol.lrincd
lhe freedom of the L:it],in 1798 as a coach rnnkcr.
l84i)- Joseph Ridgcwav. fringe rvcavcr.

In 1845 the houses becanre numhercd for ihc
first time, and 2l King Strcet was at that timc nrrrntrr-r.
24 King Strcet. firom appioximatell' 1880 the horrsc
was used as a residential unit, with somc lillht
commercial content, for cxample, tlre olfir:cs ol a

family lirm of solicitors. ln thc [ast ferv <lcclrlts
howcvcr. up untii l9(r9, with thc tlclerioration ol tl:c
hottsc becoming scrious, i( wlrs rrscd rs (J[f i( r]s

throughout.

Thc house has now been rcstored to;ts former
glory, with its f;ne staircase and througlr rvindou, as
a fcature, and lar6:e square rooms lcnding lo vcrsr-
tilily- use as oiiices-torvn house - llrts or r!

selection of all thrte.
The very cxpensive investment and rcnornti,.n

programmc did not altcr the structure of thc h"rr.c
A.ll dclectiYe parl! q3re rcrcrrcd !o th: o.ieinrl
..1:ta. t:4 ]a-^r^.- ..,':-.-- i:r !6-,r rl--r.l .,: :.
necessary.

Thc horrse now has cenlral heating, air condjtion-
ing, de-humidificalion orrd anti-dust svstcmr
thtnuEhou{, llc[rigerntt'd wine cr:llrr, Stronrtr,r,rrri.
Full sci:rrrity nystcm rvircrl rlirect lrr ('htrtcr 1r.lit
$lation. Arltomali(: (lr,or-l]orlcr l{} ,fixfir,r r{!r}lnr
[illil frivillc lnlephilnc cxlrr)$ior.! :]ysttnr li] nll prrls
ol tlte ltLrusr:, l'i,:rxllit prrlio rlrl grr(l.r I r.irlr
giazing on bcclroomr lrorrting King Slrccl, l4 t()l:rl)1,
climinatc the noisc fnctor. Sluna rttont. irnprrlrr:
shower and solitrittrn.

n &rsnl wrlc not !ouBht frorn the locfll Arrllrority
rt thc bcginning o{ tlris u'otk. its (lte prrx:c'rr rl
ohtaining such { Srrnl $rs somcwltfll cl()w,;ln(l ,rl

thfit timc llte rcwartlr tr'rr. lirnilid. Irorltlltlr'l1,lltr'
clirnflte now hrr chnngtrl, ,ln(l f'llll Prxllts rJtorrlrl tr'
ohlflincd with mnny ()lhcr h{)uqrs in King litrrrl
for their reg(ornliorr.

The street was clcarly one o[ considcrahlc charm
and sttnding during the cighteenth ccnrLrr\'. lhr'rc
vere sevcral prosperous traCcrs, and mlnv Cortnlr
names, living in these tou'n houscs at that tirnc
Ccorge Bushcll had sharcs in thc Thcatrc Rovrl
Rohert Me rrick, who livcd jn numhcr 21, prrrch:rscd

thc officc of Sword Rcarcr and hccamc a I':Tccrn:rn

of Chester in 177(r--Richard lunncr. a hrcucr,
John Paul. a coach makcr, also livcd at numhcr 2l.
Many clcrgymen, doctors, attorne-v of lau'. and

excise men, Iived in the strcct.

The street hopefully will be restorcd to its original
flavour, nnd it is proposed to ercct to\r'n horscs,;ls
illustrated, in the gap on thc north sidc. hclrrtrn
numbcrs 30 and 12, which is now a garctcn. ln
addition, the dcvciopmcnl antl Lrtttlst:ltt.inlt
proposed at lhe botlom of thc strr'et. opposite Kirgs
Buildings, should provide the area, oncc again, u'illt
the style and pattern of life that the neighhottrhood
was used to ycars ago.

Some of the historic data supplied by
Chester City I-ibrarian and thetity

Some informarion provided hy thc Cheshirc Shtal
and the lnsall RcPort.

courtesy of the
Archivist.
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